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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 


CANBERRA. 


In reply quote No. 862/19/, 1/1 


\- PRIME MINISTER'S 
Wr, DEPARTMENT 
\ / 


The Secretary, 


ee 
Prime Minister's Department, ft 
CANBERRA, A,C,, 


UNESCO Aid to Egypt - Radar Equipment 


In comection with your memorandum of 24th 
December, 1957, and our two memoranda in reply of 


3rd Jamary, 1957 and 7th February, the latter forwarding 
Paris memorandum No,68 of 23rd Jamary, I am now 


enclosing a copy of Paris memorandum No,111 of 12th 
February. 


ff 


er’ 


(dst KTen) 


for the Secretary 
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223/3/19 
Australian Embassy, 


PARIS. 


23rd January, 1958, 


- Memorandum no. 68 The Secretary, 
Department of External ree i 
Canberra, __ te Cit. 


UNESCO Aid to Egypt 

With reference to your memorandum no. 12 (file 862/19/1/1) 
of 8th January 1958, the Director-General of UNESCO informs me that 
he has recently given his approval to the purchase and despatch of 
three sets of radar demonstration equipment requested by Egypt. My 
understanding is that the total cost of these three units does not 
exceed $2,000, but in view of some doubts I have heard expressed, I 

- have requested confirmation and will advise you when I receive it, 


2. The French Permanent Delegate, with whom I discussed the 
matter, said that he was satisfied with the explanation given to the 
Executive Board and did not anticipate that his Government would 
ype the matter again unless some new situation were to come to 

“ £ 4 ‘ 


* I have been in touch by telephone with Mr. Cowell, of the 
United Kingdom Ministry of Education, who expressed his personal view 
that the question should not be pursued any further. He feared, how- 
ever, that the British press, which was responsible for the initial 
outcry, would not allow matters to stand. Apparently a question has 
been asked in Parliament which will be answered this week. While 
press reactions cannot be foreseen, it may well be that the United 
Kingdom member of the Executive Board will be instructed to raise the 
question again at the next session. 


Gardner Davies, 
Australian member of UNESCO 
Executive Board, 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


CANBERRA. 
7th February, 1958. 
a y ‘an In repiy quote No. 862/19/1/1 


Commonwealth Offices, 
East Block, 


The Secretary, 64 1OFER ina 4) n 
Prime Minister's Department, a aR th | 

€ RIME MINISTER'S 
CANBERRA, A.C.T, 


UNESCO Aid to E 


P3. 


t - Radar Equipment 


In connection with your memorandum of 24th December 
1957 and our two memoranda in reply of 3rd January 1958, I now 


enclose copy of memorandum number 68 of 23rd January just received 
from Paris. 


(J.bs AYen) 
for the Secretary 
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a RQ 
ry JAN 1953 


PRIME MINISTER? s, 
DEPART 


We have had a reply from #xternal Affairs on the 
question of the supply of radar equipment to Egypt, and 
an extract is attached. Our representative reports that 
discussion of the guestion "dis sipated any apprehension 
that the equipment might have Military significance. 

He did pat rd regret that it had not been possible to 
provide assistance of a more obviously emergency nature, 
and that the Egyptian Government's request for equipment 
of this kind had involved delay which ee some extené 
deprived the UNESCO General Conference 's resolution on 
the ‘provision or aid of its humanitarian nature. 

Personally, I remain sceptical, but the water 
has flowed under the bridge, and I would not feel justified 
in advising a further Australian protest, which would be 
a lonely and probably abortive one. The whole idea of 
assistance seems to have been misconceived; in all its 
apsects it was a political rather than a humanitarian 
gesture; but it is a labour of Sisyphus to attempt to 
keep up with and correct 411 the sillinesses of the 
international scene. 


@ee@aeeeseoeaeeveevoe7eesveeeveev eevee 


(Ronald Mendelsohn) 


17/ 


9th January, 1957. 
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Extract from the Report of the Australian Representative 
on the Unesco Executive Board, 49th Session. 


"Item 4.1 Director-General's Report on activities to 50th June 125/ 
Document 9 EX/2) 


The main question discussed in the Education chapter was the 
emergency assistance given to Egypt. Several English and French 
newspapers had featured violent protestations against UNESCO for the 
alleged provision of radar equipment to Egypt, and the Board 
therefore felt it necessary to have the situati on fully clarified. 
The list of material requested by the Egyptian Government had 
included three sets of radar demonstration equipment. This item 
was initially queried by UNESCO, but the Egyptian Ministry of 
Education had confirmed that it was in replacement of similar 
equipment destroyed at the Technical School in Port Said; 
enquiries revealed that such demonstration equipment is quite 
current in technical schools of a comparable standard in England 
and France. The Director-General explained that the material 
had in fact not yet been sent to Egypt, since quotations had 
to be obtained from several countries. The lengthy debate on 
the subject, I think, dissipated any apprehension that the 
equipment might have military significance. As I was unable 
to seek any guidance from you, I limited myself to expressing 
regret (a) that it had not been possible for the Director-General 
to implement the General Conference resolution in terms of 
assistance of a more obviously emergency character, and (b) 

hat the Egyptian Government's request for equipment of this 

kind had involved delay which deprived the resolution of 

something of its humanitarian significance. Dr. Awad (Egypt) 
explained that the Egyptian Government had immediately taken 
action to ensure that the education of children and young 
people in damaged areas continued uninterrupted, and that 
UNESCO's aid had accordingly been sought in replacing material 
for which foreign currency was required, While the debate obviously 
had explosive possibilities, it developed very serenely and the 
Board finally abandoned it with a reminder to the Director-General 
of the spirit in which the resolution was adopted in New Delhi 

and an expression of confidence that he would implement it in 
that spirit, taking into account the views expressed by members. 
On the last day of the Session, the Chairman announced that he had 
received a telegram from the Chairman of the Israeli National 
Commission, reading as follows: "PLENARY MEETING ISRAEL NATIONAL 
COMMISSION HELD JERUSALEM FIRST DECEMBER 1957 EXPRESSED AMAZEMENT 
AND REGISTERED PROTEST CONCERNING ALLOCATION TO EGYPT UNESCO 
FUNDS DESIGNATED FOR QUOTE EXTENDING HMERGENCY EDUCATIONAL ASSIS— 
TANCE IN RESPECT OF SCHOOL BUILDING TEACHING MATERIALS AND GENERAL 
EQUIPMENT UNQUOTE FOR PURCHASE RADAR EQUIPMENT AS BEING CONTRARY 
TO ORIGINAL SPIRIT AND OBJECTIVE OF NEW DELHI RESOLUTION". He 
informed the Board that he had acknowledged receipt of it, 
indicating that the Board had already completed its examination 

of the question." 
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We have had a reply from External Affairs on the 
question of the supply of radar equipment to Egypt, and 
an extract is attached. Our representative reports that 
discussion of the question “dissipated any apprehension 
that the equipment might have Military significance." 

He did express regret that it had not been possible to 
provide assistance of a more obviously emergency nature, 
and that the Egyptian Government's request for equipment 
of this kind had involved delay which to some extend 
deprived the UNESCO General Conference's resolution on 
the provision of aid of its humanitarian nature. 


Personally, I remain sceptical, but the water 
has flowed under the bridge, and I would not feel justified 
in advising a further Australian protest, which would be 
a lonely and probably abortive one. The whole idea of 
assistance seems to have been misconceived; in all its 
apsects it was a political rather than a humanitarian 
gesture; but it is a labour of Sisyphus to attempt to 
keep up with and correct all the sillinesses of the 
gnternational scene. 


ho | 
eeeeoeovoe eee eeeeeeoeeoe 


(Ronald Mendelsohn) 


Attachment’ Page’ 4, Para. 12 of Report. 
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Al () DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


CANBERRA. 


In reply quote No. 862/19/4/1 
7 JAN 195 


PRIME way 
Nictees 
DEPART KENT 7s 


3rd January, 1958. 


The Secretary, 
Prime Minister's Department, 
Commonwealth Offices, 
East Block, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


Unesco: Relief Supplies to Egypt 


With reference to your memorandum of 2),th December and 
our interim reply of 3rd December, we enclose herewith a copy of 
the Report of the Australian Representative on the Unesco Exec- 
utive Board, 49th Session. 


26 It will be noted from paragraph 12 that the radar equip- 
ment requested by the Egyptian Government was 3 sets of demonstration 
equipment for the Technical School at Port Said, 


3e The Australian Representative expressed regret that it had 
not been possible to provide assistance of a more obviously emergency 
nature, and that the Egyptian Governments request for equipment of 
this kind had involved delay which to some extent deprived the Unesco 
General Conference's resolution on the provision of aid of its human- 
itarian nature. 


he The Australian Representative reports that discussion of the 


question dissipated any apprehension that the equipment might have 
Military significance. 


(R.P. Throssell) 
For the Secreta 
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of the document 
et oat cedure to 


Re. tion and replacement of a member of the 
eee teas, 


4.9 Inauguration of the Permanent Headquarters. 


41.9 for a Technical Development Fund and a 
i aunid yeeereey Seunenie Bevelenment, 


oara informed of the resignation of Dr. Momtazuddin 
is piuterane wateh Sales with regret. Dr. Itrat Zuberi, 
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at the end of the Session, 
beeame available. 


be obtained 


stiaan had te be ob : 
felon the subject, red 
Sigh Bie — cor-den 
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CONUFIDENTIAL ~6~ 


represen in the East/West Committee and that 
Frth a Shadeee oretertahiin tren Mr Xumaney Dus tee GRRL REA 
ruled that the question should not be diseussed at this time, 


19. ‘The Board took note of the report with satisfaction, 


{enor ‘¥ fechniea } ; Geli 
49 EX/2 and corricendun) 


for | 
21. The Board took note of the information contained in the 
report. 


technical ase! 
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CONFIDENTIAL “t+ 


at the sent the 
pi hg Rage he pre ag 


feat ass satisfaction the contri 
ciisag aa cnasacags BeBe 


that the Technical Assistance Programe bas 
coeare WS Se teas he 
ee Stik cuukear oe an expanding basis in 


as eersetb on tte et fetta Pea a. = 
Mig ht ate inay aoe economy fee wok 


that a 2 madres ery 
to, ga Figen the continuing and _capand- 


seamen as wae cn fain 


costs in the organs of the Uni ations: 


costs of the Technical Assistance 
oe) ee eer aka be cauieably soared bemeees tha 
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— 


regular and Technical Assistance programmes; 
(b) 


its present con’ n to the operation of 
the fechnieal Assistance programmes 


Assistance Commi should be 
” invit Se ceetenkine tran ee 
eosts, in the f “of ae eee tens aaanensine’ 
orm a 

to its 50th Session wi at yill exaxtne 

Programme ahd Budget for 192) », consider~ 
sible contri on to the 

Pre Tee Assistance programme from the 


level 


to report on further devel- 
h Session of the Board. 


: "TOeT: 


The 
| “4 vag 
arene eueer shaver ¢ 
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as a prosede t for ter- ntal 
a meted ax TOxi text af aytieles i, 


Article 1 (new text) 


witer the on bl Project on the Extension of og is hereby 
. America Committee 
coca Ds eg agen re ea ie (peg ag Bee Re 
ee AT cl pa 
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* 
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| ly modification the 
30 1g uel iLingness. $0 at present 


a ; py to lea t to Director- 
of tas mae ¢ i be ? ve . 

: : + 
34. My sieageng ey | re ee } 


Stine vhs tat 
the 
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, Sema istrative Somitte on Co- 
auvemtion of the Adwints and Social ¢ 


ea ene Ble ab FEE 


an ct dedaaaned | 


sternational Confer nee o 
© EX/14.and addendum, 


, somewhat embarrassed in the absence of any instruc~- 
Sting on tae items ae far as UNESCO 4s concerned, the main issue 
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ee 


‘Reamnoy nor After introduction of the documents by the 


gg Sg nen po the part of 


sha Baaed addphed as 


nz bias og ae ate Bin ni States arr aes vst 
sian Seleas Heats” it was 
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‘information 

by 9 December 1957 
. My, Kemenov tried to amend it svide for the sum | 
Sark ye ee ey 
Will net be approved witii tne 50th Senston and tins they are pubiié 
documents anyway. 


’ | ‘ 1 Tr SDA ti PLLE TL 


The Executive Board took note of the text of the agreement, 


OF 


2 }8) hot ; ” 7 . | 7 sete a. } Bis VE +i Lane Wine FI 
for Economic Develonment (document 49 Ex/ 39) 
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CONFIDENTIAL ~ 22 = 
& 22 


64, On the recommendation of the Administrative Commission, 
deem 45 Rik abdeiden i, wr ndeetine the felines vaet out 
The Executive Board | 


having examined document 22, Addendum 1 - Pro- 
Atay Deving examines desert sb boxcar! 
1 


(> daamana PS ieee ot" and SBE Petocttvaiy "as 

dicated in the tables (paragraphs 3 and 4 of Section 1). 

0 daterans,ne Msereor omen, eras Sree ot 
: ne : 


és established 
34), 
ve 


(4) Sees the Direct to transfer (carry over) 
m the to * 38 badew — in 
Section 11, Ceuacseik Ar thes 5 below). 


, Director-General to obli in 19: 

oF Sere Siok far aariy aver be id5%y, mnesld OAE prove 
desirable, . 

(f) the Director-General to utilise capo Pale any 
savin bon v7 ental ala fia ons for 
savings fron the 1957-1958 programme. es 

(©) sent Seesents ehlan may Sovelop Uy the end ot 1597 t0" 
seen t. , devi the end of 1957 
meet Uiticiinst cupeneer tue ~1958 resulting from 
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offi 
transf 
to the Board at its 50th 


a ag sete te i imobiieaves finds in the i977 budget 


relative t0, $i 


i ers between ropriati 
2 eran a nas Sittin te 


the Participation programme ( 


Aist accordance pion taken Me po y the board af 2 - 


(j) Appropriates the following donations: 


iad of Government of Equador 
-" Sige weieonentne Bh pig t att yeh Bresttins ger Pen Mony 


(a) 4 demtict Sf Balt $e"Rppeerelsclan fits Diss 
Social Seiences, 


(144) A donation of $10,000 annum from the Government 
of Cuba to Appropriation De uins LF = General 


cordance ot the en ag 
hon 97 bodget in pom 15, paragraph fae 
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@ COMMA - %4- 


ae 21 of document neal sunacesil 


PS cmp | downs 579 
yen set out in paragranh 2i~ 
docuneht 49 537, 

) Approval of the EE NE Ne ES PE SOE AE HTN 
Se saeee Sotantar tven savings resulting. ses 
(b) Approval of the allocation of 800 to cover an increase in the 


ceeedaten ccane Ss allowance to semi-1 staff, so as to maintam their 
lee paadwanhs ik haw oeabeany. 


(e) ng ng ! S$ proposals (paragraph 24) to 
| a due to the 
gpg nll oh savings ; inerease 


Tekian af tne praeioas 

with the Director-General' 
(e) Agreement 3 age HI i 
in the order given: 


(1) inereases approved for the salaries of staff in the 


(2) increases in the post adjustment for professional staff. 
rh siwenor age sap Boel tal Fund of the 000 
- advanced f ir auuxcunty oven tae 6) ro org ms ; 


* 


0” Hie Boa the Boards. on the basis of submitted to 


atte =» Siateined tx toda be 


"34 Ties» IWanc: 
eX /24.and addenda 
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tional eivil. <r 


Sete ie 
Sr had enter a ibe 


“tnat yee was po ¢ appiteable, 


bed quarters on the rates of a rr st, 


Pet 


goog tars ar me 
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Fr Fe 3p e's Bo Fr 420 420,008 Der annum anim For staff with Seaaaase & effee~ 


74, The problem of 
eee wate dittiek + 


wat 
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Association 


! of best 
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Siento xe Heid nat 
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CONFIDENTIAL ~ 26 - 


Tg ge erg Spe i a a 


oe 


is in grades 

on roschedagresment of 

The Executive Board 
(age eases te revs ferent 2 
Shacks bates oe 


Coad desadecsevae RRO 

(¢) Direct 
? SPPandds'of document #9 Ek/24 adctty dt betne wate tam 
Ses Pee Smee 


P Direvtor-General te. to the 
” Solon of the Board on further developments in the 
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© courmpmrray - 2 - 


The Executive Board, 

that % conditions 
presen 1 oe 
imperative thet, a ry 

now be granted to 


catianal waeuaaie OF tie 
Soran scan Se 


t ryt tno: grantin 
eeresee E sue;naee,ot base salary wale nting 
tet a the same aate at 
resolutions 


mia rc nein 50th session. 


eae SF tha teeth eee ak cares ts 
sof scanned of the staff should not be 


salaries between : 
of 5 gs Mac inereases in best rates, but 
edgprnaaent M4 p.c. and 10 gid | Bow: ae 10’ Pees 


(=) ts sremived ths sess of negating peed salagtes 
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7 ands yorethle vise. sf @. or more in best 
rates Senate 4p EX/bi a « 11 and Amex D); 


ot4 , of re: 31 of the ninth session 
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gaken By him.wnder 


f) Be the Director-General to 
se . oF (aS and. (65 above and pan Bes Bog any furthee 


the time + reached this the Board members had 
Rear : 
a oe progress= 


2 anus ifhatton will be, revised 


te 


1fo,et0nt 2, special, tome 
> peace stfective 1 llevenber 1957, ¢ 
z Este 2 ig + oer 
ini Wb vie Bh fgglen an 
grid em tbs 


‘aS eda ee 


that at “the Director-te TS gay 
am 
~ end nat the 5Oth 
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that 
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statement. | 


SOC 28a? 


‘The Board took note 


ASP AEE SS 


*, 
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4tor’s 
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Fee ee ths touered Assembly of the 
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MT ae oo dete seeate x 
ferates (dosiuents 20 1X70 e/L and 4! VAT 2 


ae ee 


S$ very + Spee & higher 


for inter- 


nents 6 and ain pub wpubae BY fageine experignen seat oF chart, 7 
eae "shat the. selection of staff 


neuber# shall be without as to race, sex, or 
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carry out 


a ther 2 and before | 
seantiaal saeeietitte at ng it even for a day 
udge from cations, . 


or so 
as I ean judge meetings of the 
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a RD C RGAChAM 


gf 


r FERC MMi c 0. 16361 


Sent: 31st December 1957 
1200 


TOe 


Australian Embassy, 
Po 8, 


351. RESTRICTED. 


Our memorandum 590 of 10th December, Ue Nite toa ore Wee 
Aid to Egypt, 


Grateful for advice. Please indicate attitude 


expressed by Australian representative on Executive Board, 


MIN, & DEPT. ELA. (COS? 23-1605)" 
P.M.'s, 31st December, 1957. 
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RESTRICTED sie 
oe DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. he 


UG Mile INWARD CABLEGRAM. 


Dateds and January 1958 
945 


1 
Rec'd: 3rd January 1958 
3 


FROM: 


Australian Embassy, 
ae ee ee 


Your telegram 351. 
U.N B.oes0, Ald to Egypt. 


Our memoranda. 904 and 905 despatched 23rd 
December refers, 


The Australian representative exvressed regret 
that = 


The Director-General had not been able 
to execute the General Conference 
Resolution in terms of assistance of a 
more obviously emergency character. 


The Egyptian Government'sreauest for 
equipment of this kind had involved delays 


which deprived the resolution of something 
of its humanitarian character, 


Stirling. 


AE a EE SE AL 


MIN. & DEPT. E.A. 
PuM.'s 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


CANBERRA. 


g 
In reply quote No. €62/19/1/1 


2nd January, 1958, 


\ HIKE MINISTER'S 
v\, DRPANT MENT 

The Secret 

Prime Minister 

CANBERRA, A,C, 7, 


With reference to your memorandum of 2th 
December, we were informed on 9th December that the 
Ism2zli National Commission for UNESCO had protested 
to the Executive Board of UNESCO against the 
allocation of radar equipment to Egypt as UNESCO 
emergency educational assistance, 


Ze We wrote to the Australian Embassy, Paris, 
on lOth December for information as to the nature of 
the equipment and comments on the Isra#li protest, 

A cable has been sent today seeking further 


information, 
R, Throssell 


for the Secretary 
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The Secretary, + ame | 
oe i Affairs, 2d DEC 195? 


The Prime Minister has seen the references (in 
the London "Times" of 3rd December) to the proposal that 
UNESCO should send radar equipment to Egypt for use in a 
Port Said secondary school, 


He has indicated his disapproval of the proposal 
and has asked that he be informed of the outcome, and of the 
attitude of the Australian representative on the Board when 
the matter was being discussed, 


( E.J. Bunting) 
Acting Secretary. 
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®@.... ee. Ce EN, 


MELBOQURNEOHERAKD. 


LONDON TIMES 


File No. 


PLEASE RETURN to Prime Minister’s Department. 


National Archives of Australia 


An Odd Story 


Isracl has now added an official pro- 
t 1 to doubts expressed by the repre- 
sentatives of many other countries over 
Unesco’s decision to send radar equip- 
ment to Egypt. It is an odd’story. Last 
year $200,000 was voted for emergency 
assistance to those whose education had 
suffered in Egypt and Hungary. In the 
circumstances it was an understandable 
vote, since politics are never far beneath 
the surface at Unesco meetings. It was 
understood, though not apparently ex- 
plicitly laid down. that the grant should 
be used for replacing equipment that 


had been lost through the tighting Egypt | 


then weighed in with the request for 
radar equipment for a secondary school 
in Port Said, and the request was 
granted in principle. Jt was not clear 
whether the school had had such equip- 
ment which had been lost and, i it had 
not, why it wanted it now. There were 
not unreasonable suspicions thit the 
equipment might end up outside the 
classroom. In any case there scemed 
tu be other and more urgent uses to 
which the money could have been put. 
Unesco has often been criticized in 
Britain for the vastness and airiness of 
its conceptions, and urged to concentrate 
on limited, practical proje.ts. But equip- 
ping Fgyptian schools with radar seems 
to be one of those practical projects 
which should be kept weil down any list 
of priorities. Ever since it was founded 
Unesco’s main battle has been to avoid 
being made to look silly. There are 
plenty of people who think that cultu e 


and internationalism are silly by. ‘them: | 


ZS 


selves, and wickedly silly when they are : 
combined and cost the taxpayer money. | , 


It is, therefore, inevitable that ihe useful 


work that Unesco does in the wav of ! 


providing shulaiships and helping the 
education of inde: | .eloped countries 
should be overshadowed by isolated 
eccentricities. It seems that the radar 
equipment has not actually been sent, 
and this is an obvious case where second 
or third thoughts would be best. 


ee tes nme ane ee rm 
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